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countries will almost certainly have gained the necessary knowl-
edge, and will have solved the problems of manufacture. Indeed, it
is rumored that the Germans at the time of their surrender were
ahead of us in pure science, and were held back only by manufac-
turing difficulties from which we did not suffer. Also the new ex-
plosive seems better adapted for use in robot bombs, probably
rocket propelled, than for piloted planes. In short, the maturity of
the "atomic age" may be close at hand. For the time being, how-
ever, the new power which has been hailed as the most important
technical discovery since that of fire is still in its infancy.

If true, the Japanese statement of the great numbers made home-
less shows that atomic, like preatomic, bombing may make buildings
even more than people its victims. Among those buildings will be
the irreplaceable memorials of the past. Consequently, in addition to
grief for human suffering, the minority which prefers great art to
Mickey Mouse will have further reason for sorrow.